








Suggested Activities Faith Based Sub Committee

Action Steps

2010 April CENSUS DAY — APRIL 1, 2010

] Check on the progress being made at church sponsored Questionnaire Assistance
Centers.

'] Promote the usage of the toll-free Telephone Questionnaire Assistance number.
Assistance is available in English, Spanish, Korean, Chinese, Russian, and
Vietnamese.

"1 Encourage faith-based leaders to emphasize the CONFIDENTIALITY of census data.

"1 Keep the 2010 Census alive in the faith-based community.

2010 MAY — JULY POST CENSUS DAY (Non response Follow up)

] Create and distribute flyers to encourage congregates to cooperate with census
workers.

] Contact faith-based leaders and inform them of the importance of the Nonresponse
Follow-up operation.

] Solicit the support of the faith-based leaders to explain to congregates that during
the Nonresponse Follow-up operation persons who did not return their questionnaires
are contacted.

'] Encourage faith-based institutions with facilities in areas with low response rates to
sponsor activities to motivate residents to cooperate with census workers.

" Keep the census awareness momentum strong among the faith-based community

] Solicit the support of faith-based leaders to encourage congregates to cooperate
with census workers.

] Prepare reports of all census activities sponsored and hosted by faith-based
institutions.

] Celebrate the success of the 2010 Census and recognize the efforts of the committee
members.



What
The census is a count of everyone residing in the United States: in all 50 states, Puerto
Rico and the Island Areas.

Who
All residents of the United States must be counted. This includes people of all ages, races,
ethnic groups, citizens and non-citizens.

When

Every 10 years, and the next census occurs in 2010. Census questionnaires will be mailed
or delivered to every household in the United States in March 2010. The questions ask you
to provide information that is accurate for your household as of April 1, 2010.

The Census Bureau must count everyone and submit state population totals to the U.S.
President by December 31, 2010. The first Census was conducted in 1790 and has been
carried out every 10 years since.

Where
The census counts everyone residing in the United States: in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and
the Island Areas. People should be counted where they live and sleep most of the year.

Why
The U.S. Constitution (Article I, Section 2) mandates a headcount of everyone residing in

the United States. The population totals determine each state’s Congressional representa-
tion. The numbers also affect funding in your community and help inform decision makers
about how your community is changing.

How
The Census Bureau will mail or deliver questionnaires to your house in March 2010. We
will mail a second form to households that do not respond to the initial questionnaire.

Households that still do not respond will be called or visited by a Census worker. (Census
workers can be identified by a census badge and bag.)
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Complete Count Committees
Supporting Information
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Address Canvassing

An operation that helps improve and refine the Census Bureau’s master list of living quar-
ters prior to enumeration activities. It involves traveling over each census block and iden-
tifying every place where people live, stay, or could live or stay. This ensures that the Mas-
ter Address File (MAF) and the maps are as accurate as possible, ensuring the counts are
as accurate as possible as well. (See Master Address File.)

Advance Letter
A Census Bureau letter sent to alert households that the census questionnaire will be
mailed or delivered to them soon.

American Community Survey (ACS)

A monthly sample household survey conducted by the Census Bureau to obtain informa-
tion similar to the long-form census questionnaire. The ACS is sent to a small percentage
of the U.S. population on a rotating basis. First tested in 1995, it is expected to replace the
long form for the 2010 Census. Beginning in 2004, ACS will provide annual data for social
and economic characteristics for many geographic entities and population groups. In
2004, ACS must have a minimum population sample of 65,000; in 2006, 20,000; and in
2008, there will be no population sample limit. The data will be available for census tracts
and perhaps block groups, as well.

American FactFinder ® (AFF)

An electronic system for accessing and disseminating Census Bureau data on the Internet.
The system offers prepackaged data products and the option for users to build tables and
maps. The system serves as the vehicle for accessing and disseminating data from Census
2000, the 1990 Census, the 2002 Economic Census, and the American Community Survey.
The system was formerly known as the Data Access and Dissemination System (DADS).

Be Counted Site

The Be Counted Program provides a means for people who believe they were not counted
to be included in the 2010 Census. Special Be Counted census forms in five different lan-
guages - Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese and Russian, will be available at different
locations in the community. Businesses and organizations may agree to be a Be Counted
site by donating space to display a Be Counted box with forms in appropriate languages
for their location. The Be Counted program runs for about 4 weeks in spring 2010.

Census
A complete enumeration of a population or business and commercial establishments, fac-
tories, farms, or governments in an area. (See decennial census.)
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Census Bureau

An agency within the U.S. Department of Commerce and the country's preeminent statisti-
cal collection and dissemination agency. It publishes a wide variety of statistical data
about people, housing, and the economy of the nation. The U.S. Census Bureau conducts
approximately 200 annual surveys, conducts the decennial census of the United States
population and housing, the quinquennial economic census, and the census of govern-
ments.

Census Day

The reference date for collection of information for a census. For the decennial census,
this has been April 1 of the decade year (year ending with zero) since the 1930 census.
April 1, 2010, is the reference date, Census Day, for the 2010 Census.

Census in Schools (CIS)
A program to distribute instructional materials about the decennial census to school ad-
ministrators, teachers, and children.

City-Style Address

An address that consists of a house number and street or road name; for example, 201
Main Street. The address may or may not be used for the delivery of mail, and may include
an apartment number/designation, or similar identifier.

Commitment
An agreement or pledge to carry out a particular task or activity that will in some way
help the census achieve its goals.

Complete Count Committee (CCC)

A volunteer committee established by local, tribal, and sometimes state governments to
include a cross-section of community leaders, including representatives from government
agencies; education, business, and religious organizations; community agencies; minority
organizations; and the media. The committees are charged with developing and imple-
menting a census outreach, promotion, recruiting, and enumeration assistance plan of ac-
tion designed to target and address the needs of their communities.

Confidentiality

The guarantee made by Title 13, U.S. Code, to individuals who provide information to the
Census Bureau, ensuring that the Census Bureau will not reveal information to anyone ex-
cept sworn census employees.
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Decennial Census

The census of population and housing taken by the Census Bureau in each year ending in
zero. Article 1, Section 2, of the U.S. Constitution requires that a census be taken every 10
years for the purpose of apportioning the U.S. House of Representatives. The first census
of population was taken in 1790. The Census Bureau first conducted the census of housing
along with the population in 1940.

Economic Census (EC)

The collective name for the censuses of construction, manufactures, minerals, minority-
and women-owned businesses, retail trade, service industries, transportation, and whole-
sale trade conducted by the Census Bureau every 5 years in years ending in 2 and 7.

Enumeration
The process of interviewing people and recording the information on census forms.

Enumerator
A Census Bureau employee who collects census information by visiting households during
census field operations.

Governmental Unit (GU)

A geographic entity established by legal action for the purpose of implementing specified
general- or special-purpose governmental functions. Most governmental units have legally
established boundaries and names. GU officials (elected or appointed) have the power to
carry out legally prescribed functions, provide services for the residents, and raise reve-
nues. To meet Census Bureau criteria, a government must be an organized entity that, in
addition to having governmental character, has sufficient discretion in the management of
its own affairs to distinguish it as separate from the administrative structure of any other
governmental unit. To have governmental character, an entity must exist as a legally or-
ganized entity and have legally defined responsibilities to its residents.

Group Quarters (GQ)

Group quarters are part of other living quarters (OLQs). The GQs are the actual buildings,
units, wards, or areas of OLQs where people can live or stay that is not a typical house-
hold. GQs include residential treatment centers, hospices, hospital wards, college resi-
dence halls, nursing homes, prison wards, juvenile institutional dormitories, workers’ dor-
mitories, and facilities for people experiencing homelessness.

Hard to Enumerate (HTE)
An area for which the environment or population may present difficulties for enumera-
tion.
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Highest Elected Official (HEO)

The elected or appointed person who is the chief executive official of a governmental unit
and is most responsible for the governmental activities of the governmental unit such as
the governor of a state, chair of a county commission, or mayor of an incorporated place.

Household (HH)
A person or group of people who occupy a housing unit as their usual place of residence.
The number of households equals the number of occupied housing units in a census.

Housing Unit (HU)

A house, townhouse, mobile home or trailer, apartment, group of rooms, or single room
that is occupied as a separate living quarters or, if vacant, is intended for occupancy as
separate living quarters.

Local Census Office (LCO)
A temporary office established to oversee census test operations.

Mailout/Mailback (MO/MB)

A method of data collection in which the U.S. Postal Service delivers questionnaires to
housing units, based on geocoded addresses (usually city-style mailing addresses) re-
corded in the Census Bureau's Master Address File. Residents are asked to complete and
mail the questionnaires to a specified data capture center.

Mail Return Rate (MRR)

The total number of households returning a questionnaire by mail divided by the number
of estimated housing units that received a questionnaire by mail or from a census enu-
merator (the only units that can return a questionnaire). This measure cannot be finalized
until the enumeration is completed and the final number of occupied housing units is de-
termined.

Master Address File (MAF)

A Census Bureau computer file of every address, including their geographic locations, that
will be used to conduct the next decennial census, as well as some ongoing surveys. This
address file is updated throughout the decade and is supplemented by information pro-
vided by state, local, and tribal governments.

Nonresponse (NR)

A housing unit for which the Census Bureau does not have a completed questionnaire and
from which the Bureau did not receive a telephone or Internet response.
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Nonresponse Follow-up (NRFU)

A field operation designed to obtain a completed interview from households where a
questionnaire was not returned. Enumerators will make personal visits to these house-
holds to obtain completed interviews. The enumerator will enter respondents’ answers to
interview questions or information about the status of the housing unit (for example, va-
cant or nonexistent) into a handheld computer and transmit the information back to the
Census Bureau via a modem. If all attempts to contact the residents of a household are un-
successful, an enumerator will obtain as much information as possible about the house-
hold from a neighbor, building manager, or another reliable source.

Other Living Quarters (OLQs)

Places where people live, or stay that are normally owned or managed by an entity or or-
ganization providing housing and/or services for the residents. Residency is commonly
restricted to those receiving services. These services may include custodial or medical
care, as well as other types of assistance. Other living quarters are usually not family ori-
ented and the people living in them are not necessarily considered to be members of a
household. Types of OLQs can include: correctional institutions, dormitories for migrant
workers, juvenile institutions, nursing homes, college and university housing, and assisted
living and other places.

Partner
A partner is a group or individual that participates in some way with census activities.

Partnership
An agreement with state, local, and tribal governments and community groups that allows
their active participation in various census activities.

Partnership Specialist

The Partnership Specialist takes a lead role in outreach and promotional efforts before

and during census operations. Their main duties are:

e Increasing awareness and outreach in the communities involved in the 2008 Census
Dress Rehearsal.

e Gaining cooperation and participation from those communities.

Privacy Act

The Privacy Act of 1974 requires that each federal agency advise respondents of their
rights. Specifically, every respondent must know under what law the information is being
collected, how the information will be used, whether he or she must answer the questions,
and the consequences of not answering the questions.
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Questionnaire Assistance Center (QAC)

A center established by a local census office to assist people with completing their ques-
tionnaires. For Census 2000, the centers were established in community centers, large
apartment buildings, churches, and so forth. The centers are staffed by Census Bureau em-
ployees. QAC’s are open when Census questionnaires are mailed, about four weeks from
mid-March to mid-April 2010. Also called walk-in questionnaire assistance centers.

Regional Office (RO)

The permanent Census Bureau office that directs and advises Local Census Offices for the
2010 Census. The Regional Office also conducts other one-time and ongoing Census Bu-
reau surveys, such as the Current Population Survey (CPS), which is used to publish unem-
ployment figures each month, and the American Community Survey (ACS), a nationwide
survey designed to provide communities a fresh look at how they are changing.

Respondent

The person who answers the Census Bureau’s questions about his or her living quarters
and its

occupants. The respondent is usually the member of the household who owns or rents the
living quarters.

Title 13 (U.S. Code)

The law under which the Census Bureau operates. The law guarantees the confidentiality
of census information and establishes penalties for disclosing this information. It also pro-
vides the authorization for conducting censuses in Puerto Rico and the Island Areas.

Value Added

Refers to any service or activity provided by partners that would ordinarily require pay-
ment such as room/space for testing or training, use of staff time, and use of other busi-
ness resources.
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